
We, the undersigned residents of the Borough of Rocky Hill, Somerset County, request that our 
elected representatives repudiate the attempts to use the State Budget process as a vehicle to 
target for elimination and consolidation municipalities with populations of less than 5000 
persons without regard for the circumstances of the specific towns.

The Borough of Rocky Hill was once part of Montgomery Township, our assumed consolidation 
partner.  However, in December 1889, the Borough of Rocky Hill decided to secede from 
Montgomery  Township because of a difference in the nature and concerns of the two 
municipalities.  Rocky Hill was a small rural village with public needs and requirements not 
shared by Montgomery.  

For many  years, the Borough of Rocky Hill has lead the way  in shared services with other towns 
such as South Brunswick, South Bound Brook, Montgomery, Somerset County, and the State of 
New Jersey.  It  is our understanding that one of the main reasons for consolidation is to save 
property  tax dollars, yet a merger with Montgomery could possibly raise our property  taxes while 
doing little, if anything, to lower Montgomery’s property taxes.

In addition to curtailing our municipal aid, the State Budget  also once again seeks to charge us 
for State Police protection.  Since the primary responsibility given to the State Police, when 
created in 1921, was rural policing, we do not understand why we should now be charged.

We ask of our representatives that they  fight the attempt to use the State Budget as a method to 
force a merger our residents do not want.  If home rule is to be challenged, let it be on a case by 
case basis giving due to those who already are using shared services and who willingly  give of 
their own time to enjoy the benefits of small town living.
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