
Dear Representative:

We ask for your help in restoring our full municipal aid funding and in ensuring that we will not be charged additional funds for State Police protection.

Rocky Hill, as you know, is a small town at the border of Somerset County.  At one time, we were part of Montgomery Township.  We seceded from Montgomery in 1889 because our concerns and issues were not theirs.  Now the State Budget is trying by fiscal means to force us to return to Montgomery or merge with another municipality.

When consolidations were debated recently by the Legislature, it was decided to form a commission to recommend which towns would benefit from consolidation.  The commission, to our knowledge, has not been staffed and certainly has not made specific recommendations.  Instead, the State Budget incorporated an arbitrary decision to cut municipal aid based solely on population size without any individual consideration as to whether it would be in the best interests of both would-be merged towns.  In our case, a merger would most probably raise our property taxes and do little, if anything, to lower Montgomery’s taxes.

The Governor believes that the aid cut and policing service fee will be an incentive to start the conversation of merger or shared services.  Starting the conversation by placing a huge hole in our 2008 budget is a bit disingenuous since we do not have time for a referendum and merger in 2008, even if we so desired.  Further, unbalancing our budget to encourage shared services does not take into account that Rocky Hill is already partnered with South Brunswick, South Bound Brook, Montgomery, Somerset County, and the NJ Department of Community Affairs for shared services.  

New Jersey has three major revenue sources – income tax, sales tax, and property tax – and it has a major driving cost – education – that accounts for a third of the State Budget and most of the local property taxes.  The question is what tax is appropriate to fund schools.  That issue is not within the purview of the towns to decide, so we ask that the solution to the property tax problem not be laid on the doorstep of the smallest town halls in New Jersey.

Thank you for helping us,

