
Dear Representative:

The recently introduced State Budget places a disproportionally unfair burden on small municipalities like Rocky Hill.  While targeting small towns for consolidation by cutting municipal aid and charging for State Police protection in this municipal budget year, it makes no allowance for the fact that even if a town wanted to merge, it would be impossible to do so until 2009.  Therefore, given that the Property Tax Levy Cap would preclude raising taxes in 2008 enough to cover the aid cuts and State police charges, small towns would have to drastically cut services while awaiting the process needed for consolidation.  How is that fair?

As to the argument that small towns are contributing to higher property taxes in New Jersey and that municipal mergers would lower property taxes, I would like to point out that the majority of local property tax dollars as well as a significant portion of the State Budget including pension costs go to funding education – a component of both town and State budgets over which the towns have no direct control.

Another theme of the merger dialogue is that the withdrawal of municipal aid will start the conversation of shared services.  Rocky Hill is a model for shared services.  We have for many years both purchased and provided services with partners such as Montgomery, South Brunswick, South Bound Brook, Somerset County, and, through DCA, the State of New Jersey. Where is the recognition for our record in shared services?

Are towns, just because they are small, the cause of higher property taxes due to their inefficiencies?   We dispute that argument.  Whether it is our largest cities or our smallest towns, inefficiency is possible.  However, the case must be made on an individual basis.  Bring on the commission that was intended to determine where consolidation made sense and let us make our case.  

We ask that you, during the Budget negotiation process, relay our concerns that consolidation, if it is to be done, is done in an orderly fashion and with due consideration

that some small towns may well be better managed than larger, more populated cities.

Thank you for your help, 

