
Dear Representative:

The choices made in Governor’s Budget submission to cut municipal aid and charge for State Police protection are adversely affecting towns like Rocky Hill who have tried over the years to lower municipal costs by partnering with Montgomery, South Brunswick, South Bound Brook, Somerset County, and the Department of Community Affairs (building permits) and by using volunteers to supplement our limited paid staff.

We have volunteer first responders (fire department and rescue squad) and on any given weekend or evening, you could find the Mayor or council members assembling furniture, painting walls, or maintaining our website.  We try to maximize revenues (renting our water tower to cell phone providers) and minimize taxes.  Yet, despite our best efforts, there is a preconception in the minds of some elected officials that small towns are inefficient and the cause of higher property taxes.

“Too many towns” has become the rally cry for those who look for an easy answer to the question of why our property taxes are high.  Perhaps a better question is why does it require $11.5 billion of the State Budget and the lion’s share of local property taxes to educate our children?  

We in Rocky Hill would ask that if the common good does require town mergers that it be done by individual review and analysis and in an orderly manner – allowing transitional funding – to ensure that drastic service cuts are not required before a thoughtful merger process including referendum could be undertaken.   However, we further request that before any consolidations are forced on us by fiscal means that someone answers the question as to what is the optimum municipal size for efficient government.  Have our largest cities proved to be models of efficient government?

We would like to think that in the most densely populated state in the US there is still room for a small town.

Thank you for your consideration,

