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The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Rocky Hill was called to order by  

Mayor Jeff Donahue at 7:30 PM followed by the salute to the flag. 

NOTICE OF COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT 

ROLL CALL 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Robert Ashbaugh Councilman Present  

Thomas Bremner Council President Present  

Billy Dawson Councilman Present  

John Hagemann Councilman Present  

Phil Kartsonis Councilman Present  

Robert Uhrik Councilman Present  

Jeff Donahue Mayor Present  

 

MAYOR'S COMMENTS 

Mayor Donahue thanked the Recreation Committee for the movie night and the tennis camp. The 

Mayor commented that the Route 518 bridge over the D&R canal was supposed to be shut down 

from July6-August 6th, but close to the shutdown date officials found out that work may be 

halted. Work started and within a few days all state road projects were shut down. This has 

caused a lot of traffic on Crescent Avenue, in Kingston, and at the Griggstown Causeway. The 

bridge will not be re-open anytime soon. Somerset County officials wrote a letter to New Jersey 

Department of Transportation with health and safety concerns.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Tabled. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Rocky Hill Constable Dianna Dineen asked what residents can do about the bridge situation, and 

Mayor Donahue responded that they should call the governor's office. 

STATE POLICE REPORT 

A. State Police Report June 2016 

ENGINEER'S REPORT 

A. Engineeers Report July 2016 
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B. Motion to Approve the County to repair a pothole on Crescent Avenue for an amount not to exceed $4,200. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Robert Uhrik, Councilman 

SECONDER: Thomas Bremner, Council President 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Bremner, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

C. Motion to Approve  the County to repair a pothole on Prinecton Avenue for an amount not to exceed 

$4,200. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Robert Uhrik, Councilman 

SECONDER: Thomas Bremner, Council President 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Bremner, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

D. Motion to rescind the contrac to Schilke Construction to investigate a potential broken pipe of Lemore 

Circle and award to JML Contruction for an amount not to exceed $4,000. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Billy Dawson, Councilman 

SECONDER: Robert Uhrik, Councilman 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Bremner, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER'S REPORT 

A. Discussion of Borough Audit 

Robert Morrison of Hodulik & Morrison lead the discussion of the Borough Audit. All 

financial statements are in accordance with regulations. 

B. RESOLUTION-2016-71 Certifying that All Members Of the Governing Body of Rocky Hill Borough, 

Somerset County, Have Reviewed, as a Minimum, The Sections of the 2015 Annual Audit Entitled 

"General Comments and Recommendations" 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Robert Ashbaugh, Councilman 

SECONDER: John Hagemann, Councilman 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Bremner, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

A. Tax Collector Report May 2016 

B. Court Report May 2016 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS 

A. Bill List Dated 7/18/16 

All vouchers except #8925. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Robert Ashbaugh, Councilman 

SECONDER: Phil Kartsonis, Councilman 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Bremner, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

B. Approve Voucher #8925 

RESULT: ADOPTED [4 TO 1] 

MOVER: Billy Dawson, Councilman 

SECONDER: Robert Uhrik, Councilman 

AYES: Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

NAYS: Ashbaugh 

ABSTAIN: Bremner 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 Administration & Records -R. Ashbaugh 

Waiting for authorization for destruction of records and considering whether or not the 

Borough should digitalize the records that must be kept. 

 Buildings & Grounds - T. Bremner 

The fire escape is being refurbished.  

 Finance & Insurance -  P. Kartsonis 

Requested year-to-date accounting. The boat that was purchased need to go on the insurance 

policy. 

 Public Safety & Emergency Services - B. Dawson 

The constables are doing a great job. 

 Streets & Roads - B. Uhrik 

Mr. Uhrik thanked John Vereb of 6 Crescent Avenue for alerting the Borough about the pot 

hole on Crescent Avenue. 

 Water, Sewer & Environmental Protection - J. Hagemann 

The DEP completed its annual inspection. A water meter was installed on Skillman Avenue. 

 Council Representative to Planning Board - R. Ashbaugh 

There was no June meeting. The Planning Board is identifying ways to make planning and 

historic preservation error free. Reviewing affordable housing report from Tamara Lee. 

 Council Liaison to Recreation Committee- P. Kartsonis 

Family kick ball, Rocky Hill Day, and the movie night were all well attended. 

 Council Representative to Board of Health -B. Uhrik 
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No report. 

 Zoning Official's Report - M. Blasch 

No report. 

 Grants Committee - T. Bremner 

The Borough is considering hiring William Epps as Recycling Coordinator through the Clean 

Communities Grant. 

SPECIAL BUSINESS 

A. RESOLUTION-2016-72 Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign a Third Amendment to Lease 

Agreement with New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC, by AT&T Mobility Corporation 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Robert Ashbaugh, Councilman 

SECONDER: Phil Kartsonis, Councilman 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Bremner, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

B. RESOLUTION-2016-73 Approving the Recycling Tonnage Grant Resolution 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Thomas Bremner, Council President 

SECONDER: Billy Dawson, Councilman 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Bremner, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

C. RESOLUTION-2016-74 Urging Governor Christie and the State of New Jersey to Consider the Route 518 

Bridge Replacement Project Essential and to Restore Construction Work as Quickly as Possible 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Robert Uhrik, Councilman 

SECONDER: Billy Dawson, Councilman 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Bremner, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

D. RESOLUTION-2016-75 Resolution Authorizing a Contract with  The County of Somerset to Provide 

Participation  In a Cooperative Means of Conducting Certain  Community Development Block Grant and  

Home Investment Partnership Program Activities 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Billy Dawson, Councilman 

SECONDER: Robert Ashbaugh, Councilman 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Bremner, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None. 

NEW BUSINESS 
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None. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

The floor was opened to public comment, hearing none, the floor was immediately closed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 8:42PM 

1. RESOLUTION-2016-76 To Retire into Executive Session for the Purpose of Potential Litigation-Think 

Pavers Hardscaping, LLC and Contract Negotiations: Montgomery Township Animal Control 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Thomas Bremner, Council President 

SECONDER: Phil Kartsonis, Councilman 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Bremner, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

RESULTS OF EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF ANY) 

1. Approve Payment to Think Pavers for $32,225.06 based on final change order from Ordinance 2012-3 

subject to posting maintainace bond. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Phil Kartsonis, Councilman 

SECONDER: Robert Uhrik, Councilman 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Bremner, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Dawson moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:07PM, Mr. Hagemann seconded, and motion 

carried on voice vote. 



New Jersey State Police - Kingwood Station

Rocky Hill Borough (clerk@rockyhill-nj.gov) 
Monthly Activity Report - Month of June 2016
Municipal Code: 1817     FAX (609) 924-2274

Type of Activity: Calls for Service

Verbal Dispute 1 - Grove St.

Property Dispute 1 - Lemore Cir.

Type of Activity: Investigations and/or Investigations Resulting in Arrests

Nothing To Report

Type of Activity: Accidents (3) Killed Injured Ejected

Princeton Avenue - 1 accident 0 1 0

Washington Street - 1 accident 0 0 0

Route 518 - 1 accident 0 0 0

Type of Activity: Driving Under the Influence (1)  

Princeton Avenue - 1 Arrest

Report submitted by: Assistant Station Commander SFC J. Heitzman 4701 Date: 06/30/2016
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CERTIFICATION OF GOVERNING BODY OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT 
GROUP AFFIDAVIT FORM 

NO PHOTO COPIES OF SIGNATURES 

 

 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

COUNTY OF Somerset 

 

We, members of the governing body of the Borough of Rocky Hill of, in the County of Somerset, being 

duly sworn according to law, upon our oath depose and say: 

 

1. We are duly elected (or appointed) members of the  Borough Council of the Borough of Rocky 

Hill in the county of Somerset; 

2. In the performance of our duties, and pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, we have familiarized 

ourselves with the contents of the Annual Municipal Audit filed with the Clerk pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6 for the year 2015; 

3. We certify that we have personally reviewed and are familiar with, as a minimum, the sections 

of the Annual Report of Audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations.” 

 

 
(L.S.) (L.S.) 

(L.S.) (L.S.) 

(L.S.) (L.S.) 

(L.S.) (L.S.) 

(L.S.) (L.S.) 

 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this   

_________day of ______________ 

Notary Public of New Jersey 

 

      _______________________________ 

      Clerk 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Municipal Clerk (or Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders as the case may be) shall set forth 

the reason for the absence of signature of any members of the governing body. 

 

IMPORTANT: This certificate must be sent to the Bureau of Financial Regulation and Assistance, 

Division of Local Government Services, P.O. Box 803, Trenton, New Jersey 08625. 
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-Mission Statement- 

The County of Somerset is committed to excellence and innovation in public service, promoting the 

well-being of all residents and communities by providing effective, efficient and responsive leadership. 

 

Somerset County is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
 

 
COUNTY OF SOMERSET 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY 
 

40 North Bridge Street 
P.O. Box 3000 

 Somerville, New Jersey 08876-1262 
(908) 526-2500 

www.co.somerset.nj.us 
 

Director of Public Health & Safety 
CHIEF WILLIAM J. STAHL, RET. 
(908) 231-7124 
Fax (908) 526-2589 
wstahl@co.somerset.nj.us 

 

 

July 8, 2016 

 

Mr. Richard T. Hammer 

Acting Commissioner 

New Jersey Department of Transportation 

P.O. Box 600 

Trenton, NJ 08625 

 

Re: Transportation Trust Fund Shut Down 

  

Dear Commissioner Hammer, 

 

When Governor Chris Christie issued Executive Order 210 declaring a State of Emergency and directed an 

immediate and orderly shutdown of all ongoing work that is funded by the Transportation Trust Fund (TTF), 

many projects located in Somerset County were immediately affected.  Based upon the information that we 

have received, 40 construction contracts are to be halted under the jurisdiction of the State, the County or our 

municipalities. In addition, it appears that 8 additional projects are to be stopped that are in the design phase.  

We have reviewed the Shutdown Order promulgated by your office and are aware of the clear provision that 

outlines the responsibility of the Commissioner of Transportation to keep a project active if it is essential for the 

health, safety and welfare of the citizens of New Jersey. 

 

Currently, there are two ongoing construction projects located in Somerset County that are funded by the TTF 

and that are critical to health and safety.  Stopping work on these two projects gives me great concern, even for 

one more day than necessary to complete the project.   

 

Project Information: 

Replacement of County Route 518 Bridge over the D&R Canal, Franklin Township 

Project Lead: NJDOT 

Road Closed: July 6, 2016 

Duration of Road Closure: 31 days 

Average Daily Traffic (ADT): 11,657 

Detour Length: 9.6 miles 

 

 

 

 

Director 
 Health Department 

PAUL MASABA, MD. 
 (908) 231-7177 

masaba@co.somerset.nj.us  
 

Director 
Public Safety Radio 

DAVID J. FRAUENHEIM 
(908) 231-7126 

Frauenheim@co.somerset.nj.us 
 

Director 
Office of Emergency 

Management  
DOUGLAS VORNLOCKER 

 (908) 725-5070 
vornlocker@co.somerset.nj.us 
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-Mission Statement- 

The County of Somerset is committed to excellence and innovation in public service, promoting the 

well-being of all residents and communities by providing effective, efficient and responsive leadership. 

 

Somerset County is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
 

 

Replacement of South Branch Road Bridge C0606 over Plensant Run, Branchburg Township 

Project Lead: Somerset County 

Road Closed: July 6, 2016 

Duration of Road Clsoure: 127 days 

Average Daily Traffic (ADT): 1,324 

Detour Length: 6.9 miles 

 

As the Director of Health and Safety of Somerset County, I'm very concerned about the effect of a protracted 

road closure at these two locations.  Each of these roads has a lengthy detour, making response times for Fire, 

Police and EMS much longer than normal.  A schedule was developed for South Branch Road bridge that 

provided the smallest impact to its community particularly schools while adhereing to stream restrictions 

dictated by the NJDEP.  The CR 518 bridge has a lengthy detour impacting large volumes of traffic with an 

aggressive 31 day closure period.  On this project, a simple 7 day delay would incease the closure period by 

22%.  Every day of road closure and every minute of response time is critical when responding to emergencies.  

As such, Somerset County is urging the State to not shut down these projects on July 8th and keep them active 

because they are essential for the protection of the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of New Jersey. 

 

I can be reached at (908) 231-7173 or at wstahl@co.somerset.nj.us. 

 

 

      Sincerely, 

 

 

 

      Chief William J. Stahl, Ret 

      Direcetor of Public Health and Safety 

 

cc: Somerset County Legistlative Delagation  

Board of Chosen Freeholders 

Mayor Phillip Kramer, Franklin Township 

Mayor Jeff Donahue, Rocky Hill Borough 

Mayor Robert Petrelli, Branchburg Township 

 M. Amorosa, P. McCall, M. Loper 
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-Mission Statement- 

The County of Somerset is committed to excellence and innovation in public service, promoting the 

well-being of all residents and communities by providing effective, efficient and responsive leadership. 

 

Somerset County is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
 

 
COUNTY OF SOMERSET 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY 
 

40 North Bridge Street 
P.O. Box 3000 

 Somerville, New Jersey 08876-1262 
(908) 526-2500 

www.co.somerset.nj.us 
 

Director of Public Health & Safety 
CHIEF WILLIAM J. STAHL, RET. 
(908) 231-7124 
Fax (908) 526-2589 
wstahl@co.somerset.nj.us 

 

 

July 8, 2016 

 

Mr. Richard T. Hammer 

Acting Commissioner 

New Jersey Department of Transportation 

P.O. Box 600 

Trenton, NJ 08625 

 

Re: Transportation Trust Fund Shut Down 

  

Dear Commissioner Hammer, 

 

When Governor Chris Christie issued Executive Order 210 declaring a State of Emergency and directed an 

immediate and orderly shutdown of all ongoing work that is funded by the Transportation Trust Fund (TTF), 

many projects located in Somerset County were immediately affected.  Based upon the information that we 

have received, 40 construction contracts are to be halted under the jurisdiction of the State, the County or our 

municipalities. In addition, it appears that 8 additional projects are to be stopped that are in the design phase.  

We have reviewed the Shutdown Order promulgated by your office and are aware of the clear provision that 

outlines the responsibility of the Commissioner of Transportation to keep a project active if it is essential for the 

health, safety and welfare of the citizens of New Jersey. 

 

Currently, there are two ongoing construction projects located in Somerset County that are funded by the TTF 

and that are critical to health and safety.  Stopping work on these two projects gives me great concern, even for 

one more day than necessary to complete the project.   

 

Project Information: 

Replacement of County Route 518 Bridge over the D&R Canal, Franklin Township 

Project Lead: NJDOT 

Road Closed: July 6, 2016 

Duration of Road Closure: 31 days 

Average Daily Traffic (ADT): 11,657 

Detour Length: 9.6 miles 

 

 

 

 

Director 
 Health Department 

PAUL MASABA, MD. 
 (908) 231-7177 

masaba@co.somerset.nj.us  
 

Director 
Public Safety Radio 

DAVID J. FRAUENHEIM 
(908) 231-7126 

Frauenheim@co.somerset.nj.us 
 

Director 
Office of Emergency 

Management  
DOUGLAS VORNLOCKER 

 (908) 725-5070 
vornlocker@co.somerset.nj.us 
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-Mission Statement- 

The County of Somerset is committed to excellence and innovation in public service, promoting the 

well-being of all residents and communities by providing effective, efficient and responsive leadership. 

 

Somerset County is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
 

 

Replacement of South Branch Road Bridge C0606 over Plensant Run, Branchburg Township 

Project Lead: Somerset County 

Road Closed: July 6, 2016 

Duration of Road Clsoure: 127 days 

Average Daily Traffic (ADT): 1,324 

Detour Length: 6.9 miles 

 

As the Director of Health and Safety of Somerset County, I'm very concerned about the effect of a protracted 

road closure at these two locations.  Each of these roads has a lengthy detour, making response times for Fire, 

Police and EMS much longer than normal.  A schedule was developed for South Branch Road bridge that 

provided the smallest impact to its community particularly schools while adhereing to stream restrictions 

dictated by the NJDEP.  The CR 518 bridge has a lengthy detour impacting large volumes of traffic with an 

aggressive 31 day closure period.  On this project, a simple 7 day delay would incease the closure period by 

22%.  Every day of road closure and every minute of response time is critical when responding to emergencies.  

As such, Somerset County is urging the State to not shut down these projects on July 8th and keep them active 

because they are essential for the protection of the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of New Jersey. 

 

I can be reached at (908) 231-7173 or at wstahl@co.somerset.nj.us. 

 

 

      Sincerely, 

 

 

 

      Chief William J. Stahl, Ret 

      Direcetor of Public Health and Safety 

 

cc: Somerset County Legistlative Delagation  

Board of Chosen Freeholders 

Mayor Phillip Kramer, Franklin Township 

Mayor Jeff Donahue, Rocky Hill Borough 

Mayor Robert Petrelli, Branchburg Township 

 M. Amorosa, P. McCall, M. Loper 
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	Minutes
	1. Call to Order
	2. Salute to the Flag
	3. Notice of Compliance with Open Public Meetings Act
	4. Roll Call
	A. Roll Call

	5. Mayor's Comments
	6. Approval of Minutes
	7. Public Comment
	8. State Police Report
	A. DOC-2016-52 : State Police Report June 2016
	a. Rocky Hill JUN 2016


	9. Engineer's Report
	A. DOC-2016-53 : Engineeers Report July 2016
	a. Engineer Report July 2016

	B. Motion to Approve the County to repair a pothole on Crescent Avenue for an amount not to exceed $4,200.
	C. Motion to Approve  the County to repair a pothole on Prinecton Avenue for an amount not to exceed $4,200.
	D. Motion to rescind the contrac to Schilke Construction to investigate a potential broken pipe of Lemore Circle and award to JML Contruction for an amount not to exceed $4,000.

	10. Chief Financial Officer's Report
	A. DOC-2016-54 : Discussion of Borough Audit
	B. RESOLUTION-2016-71 : Resolution to Accept the 2015 Audit
	a. audit affadavit


	11. Departmental Reports
	A. DOC-2016-55 : Tax Collector Report June 2016
	a. 20160718185206755

	B. DOC-2016-56 : Court Report June 2016
	a. 20160718180455616


	12. Approval of Vouchers
	A. DOC-2016-57 : Bill List Dated 7/18/16
	a. bill list

	B. Approve Voucher #8925

	13. Committee Reports
	Administration & Records -R. Ashbaugh
	Buildings & Grounds - T. Bremner
	Finance & Insurance -  P. Kartsonis
	Public Safety & Emergency Services - B. Dawson
	Streets & Roads - B. Uhrik
	Water, Sewer & Environmental Protection - J. Hagemann
	Council Representative to Planning Board - R. Ashbaugh
	Council Liaison to Recreation Committee- P. Kartsonis
	Council Representative to Board of Health -B. Uhrik
	Zoning Official's Report - M. Blasch
	Grants Committee - T. Bremner

	14. Special Business
	A. RESOLUTION-2016-72 : Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign a Third Amendment to Lease Agreement with New Cingular Wirel
	a. 3RD AMEND TO LEASE AGRMT - NEW CINGULAR WIRELESS (A0911693x9D7D2)

	B. RESOLUTION-2016-73 : Recycling Tonnage Grant
	C. RESOLUTION-2016-74 : Route  518 Bridge Project
	a. sc Letter
	b. sc Letter

	D. RESOLUTION-2016-75 : CDBG Grant

	15. Unfinished Business
	16. New Business
	17. Communications
	18. Public Comment
	19. Executive Session 8:42PM
	1. RESOLUTION-2016-76 : Executive Session

	20. Results of Executive Session (if any)
	1. Approve Payment to Think Pavers for $32,225.06 based on final change order from Ordinance 2012-3 subject to posting maintainace bond.

	21. Adjournment
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