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The regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Rocky Hill was called to order by  

Mayor Jeff Donahue at 7:30 PM followed by the salute to the flag. 

NOTICE OF COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT 

ROLL CALL 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Robert Ashbaugh Councilman Present  

Thomas Bremner Council President Absent  

Billy Dawson Councilman Present  

John Hagemann Councilman Present  

Phil Kartsonis Councilman Present  

Robert Uhrik Councilman Present  

Jeff Donahue Mayor Present  

 

MAYOR'S COMMENTS 

Mayor Donahue thanked the recreation committee and the residents for participating and 

organizing the kick ball game.  Roughly 40-50 people attended and it was a great success.  

Mayor Donahue updated the Council on the Route 518 Bridge closure issues.  He expressed his 

frustration with the communication from the DOT.  Mayor Donahue stated the bridge will be 

closed entirely on July 6, 2016 and that the construction will be a 24/7 operation with it 

reopening on August 6th.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes May 16, 2016 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

SECONDER: Billy Dawson, Phil Kartsonis 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Bremner, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

REQUEST OF COUNCIL FOR NEW OR UNFINISHED BUSINESS (NOT ON 

AGENDA) 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comments were made. 

STATE POLICE REPORT 
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A. State Police Report 

ENGINEER'S REPORT 

Bill Tanner summarized the engineers report for the public and the council. 

A. Engineeers Report June 2016 

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER'S REPORT 

CFO Monzo stated that the audit is complete and the auditor will present the findings at the next 

meeting. 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

A. Tax Collectors Report May 2016 

Mayor Donahue summarized the tax collectors report 

B. Municipal Court Report May 2016 

Mayor Donahue summarized the Court report for May. 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS 

A. Bill List Dated 6/20/16 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Robert Ashbaugh, Councilman 

SECONDER: Billy Dawson, Councilman 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Bremner, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

B. Motion to approve voucher # 8885 

RESULT: ADOPTED [5 TO 0] 

MOVER: Billy Dawson, Councilman 

SECONDER: Robert Uhrik, Councilman 

AYES: Bremner, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

ABSTAIN: Ashbaugh 

C. Motion to approve voucher #8891 

RESULT: ADOPTED [5 TO 0] 

MOVER: Billy Dawson, Councilman 

SECONDER: Robert Uhrik, Councilman 

AYES: Bremner, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

ABSTAIN: Ashbaugh 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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 Administration & Records -R. Ashbaugh 

Councilman Bremner stated that the hard drive at the Borough Hall crashed and it was 

covered under the service contract and stated he was working with Donna Griffiths the tax 

collector to set up a system to be able to pay the bills on line. 

 Buildings & Grounds - T. Bremner 

Mr. Bremner stated he has been working on killing the poison ivy before the tennis camp.  A 

discussion ensued about the mowing of the high grass on the green acres.  Residents have 

expressed concerns about mowing the grass in the spring as there are birds nesting.  The 

council decided to cut the grass for the upcoming event and research this further for the 

following year.  The elevator needs to be repaired as it has been expieriencing issues.  The 

elevator repair company estimates that it will cost roughly $2,700.00 to repair. 

A. Motion to approve elevator repairs for an amount not to exceed $3,000.00 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Robert Uhrik, Councilman 

SECONDER: Billy Dawson, Councilman 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Bremner, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

 Finance & Insurance -  P. Kartsonis 

Nothing at this time. 

 Public Safety & Emergency Services - B. Dawson 

Nothing at this time 

 Streets & Roads - B. Uhrik 

Nothing at this time 

 Water, Sewer & Environmental Protection -  J. Hagemann 

Engineer Tanner stated that there is a sink hole on Lemore and he solicited quotes to have the 

repairs made.   A motion was made to award a contract to Schilke Construction for an 

amount not to exceed $3,500.00 to explore and determine the cause of the sink hole.   

 

The well statistics were read to the Council and summarized. All levels were within the 

acceptable range. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Billy Dawson, Councilman 

SECONDER: Robert Ashbaugh, Councilman 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Bremner, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

B. Water Quality Report 

 Council Representative to Planning Board - R. Ashbaugh 
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Ashbaugh stated that some members of the planning board met with the Mayor and discussed 

ways to make this process easier and more user friendly for home owners.   

 Council Liaison to Recreation Committee- P. Kartsonis 

The Recreation committee is working on developing a stronger relationship with the 

Community Group so they can work together on more things to benefit the residents. 

 Council Representative to Board of Health - B. Uhrik 

Nothing at this time 

 Zoning Official's Report - M. Blasch 

No report at this time 

 Grants Committee - T. Bremner 

SPECIAL BUSINESS 

A. Presentation:  Board of Health Update 

Stephanie Carey, Montgomery Township Health Officer, informed the Council about some 

of the issues they are facing by not having the animal control contract.  Ms. Carey stated that 

it is confusing for the residents and by the time they call the correct facility issues can arise.  

For example, recently a resident had to be vaccinated for rabies because too much time had 

elapsed between the calls to different organizations and also the bat was destroyed instead of 

tested.  Ms. Carey urged the Coucil to make the services all be under one umbrella for a 

seamless transition and for protection of the public.  Ms. Carey explained the issues with a 

dog at large and the State Police being unsure of who to contact.  Attorney Cruz inquired if 

Montgomery Township handled the quarantine, filing a report and attending court when there 

is a viscious dog complaint.  Ms. Carey responded yes.   

B. Discussion: Safety Presentation 

Councilman Dawson gave the Council an overview on the purchase of the swift water boat.  

Mr. Dawson stated that the fire department upgrade the boat and was looking for a 

reimbursement of $3,986.00 to cover some of the costs.   

 

CFO Monzo inquired as to who insured it, who is it titled too and expressed concerns 

regarding following the local public contracts law when it was purchased.   

 

Mayor Donahue responded that they looked into having the current boat repaired however, it 

was not cost effective.   

 

Councilman Ashbaugh inquired about the 9.9 motor that was on the boat and felt it was the 

same one from the other boat.  Mr. Ashbaugh expressed his concerns that the Council voted 

to hold funds for this purchase potentially and now the boat was purchased and they are 

seeking reimbursement.  

C. Motion to reimburse the Rocky Hill Fire Department in the amount of $3,986.00 for the purchase of the 

swift water boat. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [4 TO 1] 

AYES: Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

NAYS: Ashbaugh 

ABSENT: Bremner 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. RESOLUTION-2016-63 Providing for the Insertion of a Special Item of Revenue in the 2016 Budget 

Pursuant to N.J.S.A.  40A:4-87 (Chapter 159, P. L. 1948) 

This resolution was withdrawn because it was previously adopted. 

B. RESOLUTION-2016-64 Providing for the Insertion of a Special Item of Revenue in the 2016 Budget 

Pursuant to N.J.S.A.  40A:4-87 (Chapter 159, P. L. 1948) 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

ABSENT: Bremner 

C. RESOLUTION-2016-65 Authorizing the Award of Contract to Bayside Mobil Blasting in the Amount of 

$5,606.80 for the Repair of the Fire Escape 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

ABSENT: Bremner 

D. ORDINANCE-2016-03 An Ordinance Authorizing the Business Lease Renewal of Certain Municipal 

Lands and Buildings, Being the South Room on the First Floor of Borough Hall, 15 Montgomery Avenue, 

in the Borough of Rocky Hill, to the Rocky Hill Cooperative Nursery School, for a Three (3) Year Period 

from July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2019. 

RESULT: TABLED [UNANIMOUS] Next: 8/15/2016 7:30 PM 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

ABSENT: Bremner 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. RESOLUTION-2016-66 Authorizing the Renewal of a Liquor License # 1817-33-001-004 for Cajo 

Enterprises LLC, T/A One 53 for the 2016-2017 Year 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

ABSENT: Bremner 

B. RESOLUTION-2016-67 Authorizing the Renewal of a Liquor License # 1817-33-002-006 for Copper  

Bottom LLC, T/A Rocky HIll Inn for the 2016-2017 Year 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

ABSENT: Bremner 

C. RESOLUTION-2016-70 Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign an Agreement with Lewis-Graham for 

the Phase II Rehabilitation of the Rocky Hill Municipal Building 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

ABSENT: Bremner 

COMMUNICATIONS 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Public Comment was closed as no comments were made. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

1. RESOLUTION-2016-68 To Retire into Executive Session for the Purpose of  Litigation in the Matter of 

the Borough of Rocky Hill for a Judgement of Compliance of Its Third Round Housing Element and Fair 

Share Plan, Docket No. SOM-L-901-15 and Contract Negotiations and Potential Litigation: Think Pavers 

Hardscapping, LLC 

Council entered executive session at 9:17 PM 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

ABSENT: Bremner 

RESULTS OF EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF ANY) 

1. RESOLUTION-2016-69 Authorizing the Mayor, Borough Engineer and Clerk to Sign a Change Order for 

Think Pavers, LLC for the Washington Street Improvements Project 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

AYES: Ashbaugh, Dawson, Hagemann, Kartsonis, Uhrik 

ABSENT: Bremner 

ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting was adjourned at 10:31 PM 



New Jersey State Police - Kingwood Station

Rocky Hill Borough (clerk@rockyhill-nj.gov) 
Monthly Activity Report - Month of May 2016
Municipal Code: 1817     FAX (609) 924-2274

Type of Activity: Calls for Service

Medical Assistance 1

Well-Being Check 1 (Merritt La.)

Property Damage 1 (Lemore Cir.)

Type of Activity: Investigations and/or Investigations Resulting in Arrests

Theft of Identity 1 (Hickory Ct.)

Type of Activity: Accidents (2) Killed Injured Ejected

Young Drive - 1 accident 0 0 0

Washington Street - 1 accident 0 0 0

Type of Activity: Driving Under the Influence (0)  

Nothing To Report

Report submitted by: Assistant Station Commander SFC J. Heitzman 4701 Date: 05/31/2016
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Please Reply To: 
CENTRAL NJ OFFICE • 32 Brower Lane, Bldg. B, PO Box 5877 • Hillsborough NJ 08844 • 908.359.8291  
Fax: 908.359.1580 
 
With Other Offices In:  
Hamilton NJ • Lebanon NJ • Phillipsburg NJ • Freehold NJ • Doylestown PA • Bethlehem PA • Wyomissing PA • 
Newark DE  

C:\users\rnewman.flemingtonnj\appdata\local\temp\minutetraq\rockyhillnj@rockyhillnj.iqm2.com\work\attachments\1056.doc 

Neil I. Van Cleef, P.E., L.S. & P.P. 
Robert J. Clerico, P.E. & P.P. 

Robert B. Heibell, P.E., L.S. & P.P. 
Daniel A. Nagy, L.S. & P.P. 
Samuel D. Costanzo, P.E. & P.P. 

 

TO:  Mayor and Council 

  Borough of Rocky Hill 

 

FROM: William C. Tanner, P.E. 

  Borough Engineer 

 

DATE:  June 16, 2016 

   

 

SUBJECT: ENGINEER’S REPORT APRIL 2016 

   

1. FY 2016 NJDOT GRANT REQUESTS 

 

As requested, I have asked for the neighboring communities for some input.  So far three 

have responded: Montgomery, Bridgewater and Branchburg.  All three communities 

received grants this past year.   All three, as part of their applications proposed putting 

municipal dollars into the contract.  I have also called Franklin and asked Princeton the 

same question.  

 

2. TREE REMOVAL – NEIGHBORS PROPERTY 

 

Attached is a letter from Tamke Tree Services requesting permission to use the 

Borough’s property to remove a tree and some branches that overhang the playground 

area.  One of the trees is dying and a large portion of the tree is split.  The other tree 

while not in as bad a condition creates a hazard. 

 

Both Mr. Bremner and I have talked to Tamke and I have met on site with their arborist.  

In our conversation he proposed solutions to how they would limit damage to the 

Borough property and assured me that any damage they do will be remediated.  

Essentially the letter is a guarantee (obviously Mr. Cruz will need to render a decision on 

that) to restore any damage to property that they cause.  

 

The access to the trees is better from the Borough’s property and will create less 

disturbance on the Borough property than if performed on the neighbor’s.  

 

There is also a benefit in addition to being a good neighbor.  The removal of this tree and 

limbs would remove a potential a hazard to the Borough property with no cost to the 

Borough. 
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June 15, 2016 

May Report 
 

 
 

 
 

 

3. PROJECTS 

 

Montgomery Avenue - This month we will file to close the project and obtain the 

remaining grant funds. 

  

Generator Grant – Attached is a Memorandum from this office summarizing the results 

of our request for proposal for the work necessary to construct a generator at the well site 

in accordance with our FEMA grant.  This office is recommending the award to 

Princeton Engineering, a firm with which we have had experience for a total of 

$5,500.00.  

   

4. NJDEP WATER RESTRICTION 

 
Nothing to report. 

 

5. SPOT REPAIRS ON SIDEWALKS 

 

I found a small contractor, James Michal who was doing work for the Library.  I am 

awaiting a price from him.  I will also ask for a price for the Meter Pit box on Princeton 

Avenue. 

 

6. CRESCENT AVENUE DRAINAGE  

  

I will be present information on this Monday evening. 

 

7. WASHINGTON STREET SIDEWALK CONTRACT  

  

I forwarded the final agreed upon amounts to the Attorney for discussion. 

 

8. STAGE II TREATMENT PLANT 

  

On hold pending information from Montgomery on the proposed study. 

 

9. SEWER FLOWS 

  

My notes do not reflect whether I was authorized to proceed with a proposal for an 

analysis for determining the cost benefits of investigating repair costs vs treatment costs. 

 

10. COUNTY PLOWING 

  

We still need to confirm formally the request that the County put Knoll Court officially 

on their list for plowing. 
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June 15, 2016 

May Report 
 

 
 

 
 

11. COUNTY ROAD STRIPING 

 

For follow up once the County awards a contract. 

 

12. ANNUAL TIER B REPORT 

 

In order to be ahead of the report for next year I would like to schedule a “Stormwater 

Discussion” at the next Council meeting.  This will be a short but informative discussion. 

 

13. TRASH COLLECTION CONTRACT 

 

Based on a meeting the Mayor and I attended with Premier our trash contractor, I believe 

many issues were resolved.  The Mayor laid out the Borough’s issues which the 

Contractor has agreed to address.  The Contractor did have some legitimate complaints 

regarding the type of trash that was being put out at the curb.  I have been receiving 

pictures of trash that was not picked up (sometimes picked up) that violated the contract. 

It was a productive meeting and hopefully complaints have decreased. 

 

14. CONTRACTS FOR THE COMING YEAR 

 

The only remaining annual contract remaining to be secured is the Leaf Collection 

contract for which we have been using Branchburg under an Interlocal Agreement.  We 

will be working on this for August but as previously this may be difficult to secure as leaf 

collection occurs during Hurricane Season.   

 

I was also made aware that there is an outstanding balance on the 2015 contract of 

$1,000.00 which should be cleared up. 
 

 

15. EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT  

 
I have had several meetings with a Boy Scouts who may be taking on a project to construct a 

boardwalk from the Van Horn Park to Crescent Avenue.  I will keep you apprised. 

 

16. RT. 518 BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 

 
The Mayor scheduled a meeting that was attended on Thursday June 16th with the NJDOT to 

discuss the recent problems experienced by the Borough and some possible solutions.  Some of 

the issues discussed: 

 

1. Better direct communications with the Borough.  To date some of the best information 

has been coming from the Traffic Safety Office in Franklin.  They agreed to keep us 

better informed.  One result was that I finally received the pre-construction minutes that I 

asked for a month or more ago. 
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June 15, 2016 

May Report 
 

 
 

 
 

2. They agreed to changes to the Detour Route to essentially try to force the trucks onto the 

Western terminus of Crescent Avenue. 

3. The Mayor requested that the signs be changed to read “Bridge Out Ahead” as opposed 

to “Road Construction Ahead”.  You can sometimes negotiate a road construction project 

but not a bridge out.  They reluctantly, it seemed, agreed to investigate this. 

4. They seemed to agree to add the same “Bridge Out Ahead” or maybe the weaker “Road 

Construction Ahead” on Montgomery Avenue at Rt. 206. 

 

Attached is a new detour plan and a proposed sign to assist the John Shed business as  it is 

beyond the full road closure.   In conjunction with this we are reaching out to the County to see if 

we can get them, the County, to make us a specific sign alerting people that the business are open 

in the center of the Borough.   

 

The NJDOT people also gave us more detail on the schedule going forward for example: 

 

1. Work on the bridge is scheduled to begin on Monday with the half closure. 

2. Beginning on July 6th (roughly) the bridge will be completely shut down and they will 

begin the 24/7 construction schedule in order to complete the project by August 5th. 

 

I think the meeting went well and hopefully it will move quickly and with better communications 

going forward. 
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