Borough of Rocky Hill

Planning Board

Minutes of the March 12, 2013 Meeting 




Chair Toby Whitlock called the regular meeting of the Planning Board to order at 7:35 pm.

NOTICE OF COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT

Chair Whitlock read the following statement into the record: This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law.  This meeting was included in a list of meetings transmitted to the Courier News and Somerset Spectator on January 16, 2013.  Notice remains continuously posted as to required notices under the Statute. A copy of this notice is available to the public and is on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk.

ROLL CALL

Present:  
Tim Corlis, Connie Hallman, Linda Goldman, Michael Goldman, Raymond Whitlock, * Mayor Zimmerman, 7:45 PM

Absent:
Robert Ayrey, Mark Blasch, Cathy Cann, Martin Engelbrecht, Eric Hintz, Brian Nolan


Also Present: Planning Board Attorney Jolanta Maziarz, Borough Planner Tamara Lee,   Recording Secretary Christine Witt


APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Linda Goldman moved to approve the minutes of the February 12, 2013 meeting, Michael Goldman seconded the motion, and motion carried on roll call vote.

For: Corlis, L. Goldman, M. Goldman

Against:  None

Abstain: Hallman, Whitlock

APPLICATIONS

None

OPEN PUBLIC COMMENT

None

CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS

None

REVIEW OF BILLS

Michael Goldman moved to approve payment of an invoice from Tamara Lee for work on the Historic District Ordinance revisions, Corlis seconded the motion, and motion carried on voice vote.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Update on Preservation Grant

Connie Hallman reported that all computer programming for the project is complete.  The next step is to establish web links that could help homeowners find resources for preserving their style of house.  Would also like to link historic photos of homes in Rocky Hill, so that homeowners could see what their houses originally looked like.  

Discussion of proposed amendment to Historic Ordinance

The Board, Planner, and Attorney reviewed the proposed changes to section 713 of the ordinance, which provides the criteria for judging applications.

The Board agreed that any building that is to be demolished or removed must come before the Board.  

Any pre-1930 building will be judged with stricter scrutiny, and the owner must provide documentation of the existing building to be kept with the records.  For example, if an owner would like to add a handicapped ramp, they must take pictures before putting up the ramp so that if the ramp comes down at a later time, the building can be restored to its original state. 

The Planner asked the Board for guidance on part 5 of section 713 “Additional Criteria for Site Plans, Subdivisions, and other Developmental Applications.”  This is also known as a “cluster ordinance,” which allows an owner of a large parcel of land to separate a historic building and the immediately adjoining land and create smaller lots on the remaining property.  There are two such properties in Rocky Hill.  The Board agreed that a half-acre minimum lot size will be allowed in these cases.

The Board agreed to remove the phrase “public ways” from section 713 B 1 b.  

NEW BUSINESS

Connie Hallman announced that website developed with the Preservation Grant will be exhibited at the next meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

ADJOURNMENT

Michael Goldman moved to adjourn at 8:36 PM.  Motion seconded by Linda Goldman.  Motion carried on voice vote.

Respectfully Submitted:

Christine Witt

Recording Secretary
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