Rocky Hill Board of Health

Minutes of the Meeting of February 1, 2011

Members in Attendance:

Susan Fisher, VMD, Beverly Poelstra MD, Lisbeth Haines MD, Margaret Querec RN MSN, Ken Rizzi MPH.

Present:   Mark Pausch, Borough Council Liaison


      Ben Strong, SCDOH Liaison
Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Fisher at 7:03 pm in compliance with the Open Public Meeting Law: Chapter 231.

 Review and Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the January 6, 2011 meeting were approved as amended on a motion from Dr. Haines with a second by Margaret Querec. 

Old Business

Municipal Alliance

Dr. Poelstra is now a voting member of the Alliance.  The Montgomery/Rocky Hill Night Off will take place on March 3rd. 

Abandoned Wells in Rocky Hill

Dr. Fisher raised an issue concerning the costliness to individuals of closing abandoned wells. She described that most houses in the historical district have wells and that the cost of closing them is prohibitive to many of the individual homeowners. Furthermore, the purpose of closing the wells is to protect the community water supply and the current owners did not dig the wells in the first place.  There was discussion of the issue. The Board concluded that more information related to actual risks to the public was necessary before any recommendations could be made.

Surviving Nuclear Attack

The Board considered the question of whether and how to publicize the new recommendations from the Dept of Homeland Security concerning survival immediately after a nuclear explosion.  The Board agreed that though the probability is very low, the consequences are very high, while the guidelines are simple- basically to immediately seek shelter inside; therefore, the Board should inform residents of the guidelines in a low profile, non-alarming manner. 
 New Business 

Dr. Fisher has made some additions to the Rocky Hill Board of Health Web Site. She will also begin distributing a list of articles on the website at the Board meetings, so members can more easily keep up with the content.

The Rabies Clinic veterinary services will be provided this year by Dr. Christine Newman of the Harlingen Veterinary Clinic at no charge. Date is to be determined.

The Board agreed to membership in the New Jersey Local Boards of Health Association (NJLBHA). 

The next meeting will be March 1, 2011   7:00 PM

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM on a motion from Ms. Querec, seconded by Dr. Haines.

Respectfully Submitted,

Lisbeth Haines, MD

