Minutes of the Meeting of the Rocky Hill Board of Health
March 1, 2011
Members In Attendance:  
Susan Fisher VMD, Beverly Poelstra MD, Ken Rizzi MPH
Also present: Mark Pausch, Rocky Hill Borough Council Liaison,

Ben Strong SCDOH Liaison, John Horensky SCDOH, Dawn Prandi SCDOH
Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order at 7:07 pm by Dr. Fisher in compliance with the Open Public Meeting Law: Chapter 231.
Review and Approval of Minutes:

The minutes of February 1, 2011 were reviewed with one correction noted.  Mr. Strong was present for the meeting 2/1/11.  Motion to approve as amended made by Mr. Rizzi and seconded by Dr. Fisher.  All in favor.  
Report of SCDOH Liaison:

· Dr. Fisher recognized and welcomed Mr. Horensky and Ms. Prandi.  
· Mr. Strong submitted the monthly summary.  The numbers shift seasonally due to types of inspections.  Reformed Church has not returned their food application.  
· Food handler course is available.  Notices sent out with applications for license renewal.  

· Mr. Rizzi had brought attention to a possible new business on Crescent Avenue.  After further investigation, this business has been licensed.  No further action required.
· Mr. Horensky thanked Dr. Fisher and Mr. Rizzi for attending  “Report on Health Services for 2011” in Somerville on 2/14/11.

· An audit performed of the RH Coop Nursery School showed them to be in 100% compliance for immunizations, unfortunately, there were a large number of parents who claimed religious exemptions.  

Old Business:
· Municipal Alliance Update –Dr. Poelstra
· Report on 2011 Health Services Update Meeting – Attended by Dr. Fisher and Mr. Rizzi on 2/14/11.  

· BOH website update - Dr. Fisher linked the article regarding surviving a nuclear attack from the NY Time, as well as ready.gov and the Homeland Security Administration.  She also paid bill for website hosting, approx $110. 
· Rabies Clinic – April 9, 2011   10 am-12 pm, Rocky Hill Firehouse.
Dr. Newman will administer vaccine at no charge to us and no cost to pet owners. Dr. Poelstra will ask Toby Whitlock to place signs near firehouse.  Mr. Strong will have his office create flyer to be distributed by Rocky Hill Community Group.  Dr. Poelstra will act as liaison with RHCG.  
· Basic Food Handler course is available.  Notices sent out with applications for license renewal.  
· Membership in Local Boards of Health organizations – Previously we maintained membership in the National and Local boards of health (NALBOH).  Last year they had a rift and became independent.   At the last meeting we agreed to maintain our membership in the NJ Local boards of health.  Rebecca Newman will send a check for $90. Dr. Fisher asked for a motion to authorize membership, approx $120, in the National Association as well, which was made by Dr. Poelstra and seconded by Mr. Rizzi and passed unanimously. 

· Abandoned wells - Ms. Prandi is not actively seeking abandoned wells and has no authority to do so without a complaint.   Many homes in historic district had wells and there is no historical record if wells sealed when they connected to  city water.  No municipal permitting in place at that time. Two wells need to be dealt with – 4 Montgomery Avenue which was abandoned by the owner for over 50 years and the well on Borough property.  Bill Tanner needs to update status of borough well.   There is some risk of water contamination from an open well due to storm water runoff or intentional tampering.  This provides a direct entryway into the aquifer.  No monies available to defray the costs of sealing, which are estimated to be several thousand dollars.  It was suggested by Mr. Rizzi that the borough might require that the wells be sealed when a house is transferred to a new owner, as a requirement for a certificate of occupancy.   Will revisit this topic when more members are present and will not take official action at this time.  
New Business:
· Health Officer’s comments - Mr. Horensky and staff reviewed what they do and can do for us and pointed out that we do not take full advantage of their offerings.   He suggested various programs they provide which will be beneficial to us.  He requested each BOH had a representative meet with him on a quarterly basis. He noted that Health Departments help with implementing policies.  Boards of health make policies.  Some discussion about an orientation manual for board of health members.  Mr. Horensky will prepare county’s annual report and present this at a future meeting.   
· Community Health Education Programs - some at Mary Jacobs Library seem to have commercial bias (e.g. ticks.)  Rutgers Extension Service suggested as possible unbiased presentation.  SCDOH can also provide programming.  Will get list of the topics they can offer.  This is included under our current contract. 
· Deer pickup on County Route 518 –Residents may not be aware that deer pickup can only occur if the deer is on county land.   Well meaning people may move carcass onto a lawn, then the county will no longer be responsible for bearing the cost.  It then becomes a cost to Rocky Hill.  Will put this into a future newsletter to educate the public.  
· Mishandled Animal Control call – Resident had squirrel in house over the weekend.  Dispatcher in South Brunswick unaware that they cover animal control duties for Rocky Hill.  Mr. Steve Pappenberg, former Health Officer, assured that he would review procedures with all dispatchers, especially those taking calls on the weekend.
· Future Website Content – Ideas and feedback solicited by Dr. Fisher. 
· Future newsletter content – Deer removal, discredited link between vaccines and autism, disaster planning, sheltering in place.
Next Meeting:   Tuesday April 5, 2011

The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 on a motion by Dr. Poelstra which was seconded by Mr. Rizzi.  There was unanimous agreement.
Respectfully submitted,

Beverly A. Poelstra MD 
