Minutes of the Meeting of the Rocky Hill Board of Health
May 3, 2011

Members in Attendance
Lisbeth Haines MD, Beverly Poelstra MD, Susan Fisher VMD, Margaret Querec RN MSN, Ken Rizzi MPH

 Also present: Mark Pausch Rocky Hill Borough Council Liaison, Ben Strong SCDOH and John Horensky MS, HO Director of Public Health SCDOH.
Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by President, Dr. Fisher at 7:03 pm in compliance with the Open Public Meeting Law: Chapter 231.
 Review and Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the April 5, 2011 meeting were approved as written on a motion from Dr. Poelstra with a second by Dr. Haines.  All in favor.
Report from the Somerset County Department of Health
The Rabies clinic which was held on April 9, 2011 and was very well attended.  There were 61 rabies vaccines given to 31 animals from Rocky Hill residents and 30 animals from non-Rocky Hill residents.

Annual Report of the Somerset County Department of Health 2010
John Horensky presented an annual report from the Somerset County Department of Health.  All board members received a CD which contains the official presentation.  There also were several published booklets of the 2010 Annual Report distributed. The report contains a copy of the practice standards of New Jersey, information on the Behavioral Risk Factor Study and the Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP).  There are eight county municipalities who have a contract with Somerset County.  The medical director is Dr. Hahass.  The Department nurse and the medical director monitor infectious disease within the county. The RODS program is a voluntary program that has pharmacies report on over-the-counter medications that are sold.  There are programs available through the county that John has developed if we are interested in them.  The county is looking for people to join the Medical Reserve Corp.

Old Business

· Municipal Alliance-there is no report because the meeting day has been changed until next Monday.

· Website Update- The Rocky Hill Board of Health Website program has been corrupted.  This has also affected the backup files.  Although the online site is not affected at this time, it cannot be updated until the problem with the software is resolved.  Dr. Fisher has a new version of the software and she will attempt to have the site back in working order by next month.  Dr. Haines has offered to be her back-up webmaster.

· There is a Community Public Health program on May 25 at the Mary Jacobs Library on Are U Ready discussing emergency preparedness.  The library will be publicizing it and there will be a sign up sheet.  It was suggested that it be publicized at the firehouse during the Pancake Breakfast on Mother’s Day.  We will also try to have is placed on the sign board in front of the firehouse.
· Quarterly Steering Committee of the Somerset County Health Department- Dr. Fisher and Mr. Rizzi will attend with Dr. Poelstra as an alternate.  The eight towns receiving service from Somerset County Department will meet and share resources.  The goal of the meeting is to create a more efficient program which can better meet the needs of the population we are serving.  Director, John Horensky will share some educational programs he has developed that we can offer to ort residents. 
· Abandoned Wells - 
There are several wells that have been identified by Dawn Prandi as being out of compliance with    state regulations.  There has been a notice of violation at 4 Montgomery Avenue.  They have 60 days to comply.  According to Dr. Fisher, the wells must be filled by someone who is certified in doing the work.  The job of filling the well can be very costly.  We do not need a Rocky Hill Ordinance to regulate the status of any abandoned wells but can use the state regulations.

There was discussion on how we should proceed with the need to seal abandoned wells in Rocky Hill.  We would like to know the scope of the issue and how it will affect citizens with limited income.  The cost to have a well sealed is about $3,000 to$ 4,000.  It was decided that Dr Haines will consult with the DEP to find out if they have any records of where the wells are located in town.   Lynn Rodriguez at the County may also have contacts that would be helpful.  

· Media Training:  Dr. Poelstra and Dr. Fisher attended a media spokesperson training session on April 28 called “One Voice”.  It was a program developed by the State Department of Health to learn how to speak to the public when there may be a health crisis using a news conference or town hall meeting format.  They felt it was a very worthwhile training.
New Business

Bernardi vs Karch- the Board of Health was subpoenaed for information about the Property at 101 Washington Street on April 20, 2011.  The subpoena was given to the Mayor, who contacted the Borough attorney to determine how we should proceed.  It appears the Bernardi attorney wanted to know if any action had been taken by the Board of Health concerning the trees on the property prior to the accident in which a tree fell on Mr. Bernardi.

The annual meeting of the NJLBHA will be held on September 27, 2011. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm on a motion by Dr. Poelstra which was seconded by Dr. Fisher.  

Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret Querec RN MSN

