Minutes of the Meeting of the Rocky Hill Board of Health
January 6, 2011

Members in Attendance:

Lisbeth Haines MD, Beverly Poelstra MD, Susan Fisher, VMD, Margaret Querec RN MSN, Ken Rizzi, MPH
There was no representative from the SCDOH.

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by acting President, Dr. Haines at 4:35 pm in compliance with the Open Public Meeting Law: Chapter 231.
 Review and Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the December 12, 2010 meeting were approved as written on a motion from Dr. Fisher with a second by Margaret Querec. 

A new member Ken Rizzi was welcomed by the membership.  He took the Oath of Office, along with Margaret Querec.  

Election of Officers
The first order of business was the Election of new officers for the 2011 year.
 Dr. Susan Fisher was nominated for the office of President by Dr. Haines, seconded by Dr.  Poelstra.  She was elected unanimously by the membership.
Dr. Beverly Poelstra was nominated by Margaret Querec for the office of Vice-President, seconded by Betsy Haines.  She was elected unanimously by the membership.

Recording Secretary will be rotated on a monthly basis through the membership.  

Comments of the New President

A thank you to Dr. Haines for her years of service and for her enthusiasm and professionalism in her job as President of the Board of Health.  Under her guidance the Board has a new contract for services with Somerset County.  Under her leadership,  the Board also dealt with the planning necessary to handle a possible Pandemic flu outbreak.
The Board welcomed Ken Rizzi as a new member.  He will be a valuable addition to the Board.  He comes with a variety of experience in the field of Public Health.  He has a Master’s in Public Health from Columbia University.  He was in the Peace Corp, worked for Englewood Health Department, worked for PRO Peer Review Organization of New Jersey and currently works for United Healthcare.  All the current members introduced themselves to him.

Schedule of 2011 Meetings

It was decided that we will meet on the first Tuesday of the month at 7 pm.  This will make it easier for our Borough Council liaison, Mark Pausch to make the meetings.  The next meeting is February 1, 2011.
Update of Member Contacts

Susan Fisher will send out a revised version of the contact list via email.

Old Business
Municipal Alliance
There is a new President of the municipal alliance so there was no business at the last meeting. The Borough Council Liaison to the alliance is Tom Bremner.  Ken Rizzi may be interested in attending.
Abandoned Wells in Rocky Hill

There are several wells that have been identified by Dawn Prandi as being out of compliance with state regulations.  According to Dr. Fisher, the wells must be filled by someone who is certified in doing the work.  The job of filling the well can be very costly.  We do not need a Rocky Hill Ordinance to regulate the status of any abandoned wells but can use the state regulations.
Obesity Initiative Update

Dr. Haines attended a State Obesity Initiative workshop.  She felt that Rocky Hill might be used in a pilot study because of its small size, however, no one responded to her offer.  It was decided by the Board that the obesity issue is something we should not pursue in Rocky Hill.  It doesn’t seem to be a problem and we could spend our energies in better way.
Dr. Haines sent a letter of appreciation to Somerset County for our first year in a contract with them.  We were very pleased with the services

 New Business 

There was an excellent article in the New York Times on the best way to survive a nuclear attack. Dr. Haines shared copies with the membership.  The most important thing to do is to stay inside after an attack.  It was felt that the information in the article could be shared through the Gazette with the Rocky Hill citizens by incorporating it with other emergency preparedness information.

Dr. Fisher has made some additions to the Rocky Hill Board of Health Web Site.
The reminder letter to citizens about the licensing of pets for the year of 2011 in Rocky Hill will be sent out next week.   It was decided that the ordinance didn’t need to be attached to the letter because it is the same as last year.

The meeting was adjourned at 6 pm on a motion from Dr. Poelstra seconded by Dr. Haines.

Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret Querec RN MSN

