Rocky Hill Board of Health

Minutes of the Meeting on 10/4/11
Members present: Susan Fisher, V.M.D. (presiding).; Margaret Querec, M.S.N, R.N.; Lisbeth Haines, M.D.; Ken Rizzi MPH

Also Present: Mark Pausch, Ph.D. Borough Council Liaison; Benjamin Strong, SCDOH Liaison; Paul Masaba, Acting Health Officer, Somerset County Department of Health
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm, prior notification having been given in compliance with the Open Public Meeting Law, Chapter 231.
Review and Approval of the Minutes

The minutes of the September 6, 2011 meeting were reviewed. They were approved as written by vote on a motion made by Dr. Haines and seconded by Ms Querec.

Report of Somerset County Department of Health (SCDOH) 
Paul Masaba has been appointed as the acting Health Officer of the Somerset County Department of Health and he was present to introduce himself to the Board.  He has his Masters from Tulane University and his background is in Epidemiology.  There will be not be any dramatic changes with services.  He wants to work closely with the Rocky Hill Board and wants encourage open communication.
Mr. Strong presented the monthly report.  There was some discussion about the format of the report form.  Mr. Strong has continued to make some changes in the way the report is presented, trying to improve the format for ease of understanding.  There were three citizens in Rocky Hill with Lyme and one with cryptosporidiosis

Old Business
The Somerset County Steering Committee met on September 12.  Dr. Fisher and Dr. Poelstra attended.  Mr. Masaba spoke about epidemiologic activities in the county. An interesting observation is the increase in the incidence of Babebiosis in Somerset County.  The medical community needs to be made more aware of the incidence of Babesiosis. The next steering meeting is the 2nd Tuesday in January.

There was an emergency preparedness presentation at the library on September 7 which was sponsored by the Rocky Hill Board of Health.  Many of the Board members attended.  Feedback concerning the presentation was shared.  There was some question about filling the needs of the audience.  The presentation was after the Hurricane and some of participants were looking for specific information which may not have been clearly communicated.  Ben Strong will share our feedback with the presenter so the program can be improved.

There was discussion about organizing the 2011 Flu Clinic.  Ben Strong will contact the Rocky Hill Reformed Church to reserve a space and set a date.  He will make a flyer and drop it off at Dr. Poelstra so that it can be distributed with the Rocky Hill newsletter.

Dr Fisher reported the new RHBOH website has been updated and contains information about vaccines. 
New Business
Dr. Haines stated that she would be willing to update the fact sheet that she assembled when she was President of the Board.  She included phone numbers of all possible resources for Rocky Hill residents.  The Board felt that this update would be very helpful.
There will be free Hepatitis B vaccine offered for first responders.  This vaccine will be offered by the state.  As soon as the time and information is given to the county they will contact the Board so the date can be forwarded to first responders in Rocky Hill.
The Public Health Services Agreement with Somerset County for January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2014 was presented by Mr. Masaba.  The agreement reflects a yearly increase of 2% which covers the county’s increase in cost of providing public health services and it is also consistent with the state cap on municipal budgets.  After some discussion by the Board there was a motion from Dr. Haines to accept the contract as presented.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Querec and approved by the Board.  The contract was approved with one abstaining vote. 

The time of the next meeting will be November 1st at 7 pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm by Dr. Haines and seconded by Ken Rizzi. 

Submitted by Margaret Querec 
