Rocky Hill Board of Health

Minutes of the Meeting on 09/06/2011

Members present: Susan Fisher, V.M.D. (presiding); Beverly Poelstra, M.D.; Margaret Querec, M.S.N, R.N.; Lisbeth Haines, M.D.; Ken Rizzi MPH

Also Present: Mark Pausch, Ph.D. Borough Council Liaison; Benjamin Strong, SCDOH Liaison; John Horensky, Health Officer, Somerset County Department of Health
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7:07 pm, prior notification having been given in compliance with the Open Public Meeting Law, Chapter 231.
Review and Approval of the Minutes

The minutes of the August 2, 2011 meeting were reviewed. They were approved as written by vote on a motion made by Ms Querec and seconded by Ken Rizzi.

Report of Somerset County Department of Health (SCDOH) Liaison
Mr. Strong discussed the monthly report formatting update which was impacted by the events of Hurricane Irene. Mr. Horensky also addressed the presentation and compilation of information in the SCDOH’s monthly report of inspections, complaints, and administrative duties. 
Mr. Strong reported that due to extensive power outages all Rocky Hill food establishments were temporarily closed and required inspection before reopening. SCDOH inspected establishments in town once the water receded.   

Mr. Strong said the Emergency Preparedness Meeting is still on track for September 7, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. 

Old Business
Dr Fisher reported the new RHBOH website was published 08/04/2011 and updated on 09/03/2011. The update occurred after Hurricane Irene and as such most of the front page contained information on hurricane-related issues including helpful internet links (e.g. refrigeration, how to deal with mold). Dr. Fisher plans to address some functionality issues. 

RHBOH has approval by the postmaster to post notices on the bulletin board behind the door in the post office since the BOH is a government entity. Dr. Fisher recommended that Mr. Pausch, the Council Liaison, raise the issue of utilizing a kiosk if posting notices becomes an issue. 
New Business
There was some discussion on the varying effects of the hurricane on Rocky Hill residents; the worst being those businesses and residents adjacent to the river, while many other residents experienced varying degrees of power outages, downed trees and flooding. Roads were also impassable. Dr. Fisher gratefully acknowledged the organization and coordinated efforts of council management, Mayor Zimmerman, and Fire Chief Harris during the period of crisis. 
The SCDOH Steering Committee meeting is planned for 09/13/2011.
Dr. Fisher discussed the reorganized Rocky Hill First Aid Squad. Estimates of crew members and personnel were summarized by Mr. Rizzi and Mr. Pausch. 

John Horensky announced his impending retirement in September 2011 and thanked the RHBOH for their support.  
The upcoming Flu clinic at the Rocky Hill Reformed Church was addressed. The exact date will be determined once the vaccine is received by the county.  The months of October/November were mentioned as a possible timeframe for the clinic. Once the date is established, this information will be shared with the Rocky Hill Community Group in order to disseminate information to residents. 
The time of the next meeting will be October 4th at 7 pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 pm by vote on a motion made by Dr. Poelstra and seconded by Ken Rizzi. 

Submitted by Kenneth Rizzi, MPH
