Minutes of the Meeting of the Rocky Hill Board of Health January 3 , 2012

Members In Attendance:

Susan Fisher VMD, Beverly Poelstra MD, Ken Rizzi MPH

Also Present :  Mark Pausch, Borough Council Liaison

Ben Strong, SCDOH Liaison

Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 pm by Dr. Fisher in compliance with the Open Public Meeting Law: Chapter 231.  

Swearing in of Officers:

At 6:30 pm Mayor Zimmerman performed the swearing in of Dr. Fisher and Dr. Poelstra, each appointed to another 3 year term.  Dr. Haine, whose term has also expired, is out of the country and will be sworn in at a future date.  

Election of Officers for 2012:

Mr. Rizzi nominated Dr. Fisher for President, which was seconded by Dr. Poelstra.  All voted in favor with no abstentions.  

Dr. Fisher nominated Dr. Haines for Vice President, which was seconded by Dr. Poelstra and was unanimously approved.

Review of Minutes of 12/6/11:

The minutes of the December 2011 meeting were reviewed but could not be approved due to a lack of quorum.  They will be reviewed at the February 2012 meeting.  

Report of SCDOH Liaison:

No December report available, since our meeting occurs so early in the month.

Mr. Strong noted a  “Violation Notice” was served on One53 because a sink used for employee handwashing was blocked.  No fine was served, however this same problem was noted in the past.  Ms. Prandi will f/u with another visit, which will be unannounced.  

Radon kits were delivered to Borough offices and can be purchased for $10 each.  Approximately 20 kits are available.   

DEP has tested water quality at homes on Knoll Way and found no issues.  Mr. Rizzi suggested a random sample of the entire town to eliminate sampling bias.  

Old Business:

Pet Licenses – Dr. Haines determined that a number of families reported having pets during the animal survey but failed to obtain licenses for them.  She composed a letter which will be sent out by the borough clerk requesting that they obtain a license for their pets.  

BOH Website – Dr. Fisher notes that the tracking mechanism is now working.  There have been 70 visits, 28 are from NJ and 16 are from local area.  No new update since last meeting.  

Status of New Contract -  Mr. Strong reports that the new contract has been approved by the Freeholders as of 12/27/11.  He expects we will receive a signed copy within the week.  

New Business:

NALBOH membership renewal – Dr. Fisher proposes we renew the membership, which will cost $135. Dr. Poelstra seconded this motion and all voted in favor.

Radon Awareness/Action Month – The county Department of Health is promoting January as Radon awareness month.  Dr. Poelstra will contact the Community Group to distribute a flyer with information about Radon as well as the availability of low cost Radon sampling kits at Borough Hall.   There was some discussion about a possible article in the Montgomery News on radon.  

Future Topics for Education – Spring would be a good time to discuss Lyme disease.  The county has an educational program in place and would need 3 months lead time to promote this and to register participants.  Discussed including two topics in a one hour session, possibly rabies along with Lyme disease.  Other suggestions included teaching people how to manage chronic illnesses.  Discussed marketing this through area churches, notices on bulletin boards.   Mr. Rizzi made a motion to proceed with the talks, which was seconded by Dr. Poesltra and approved unanimously.  

New cat and dog licensing period - Licenses are now officially expired, but pet owners have until April 30th to renew without penalty.   Dr. Fisher to post notice in the post office.   

Time of next meeting: 2/7/12 7:00 pm

Adjournment:

A motion to adjourn was made by Dr. Poelstra at 7:44 pm and was seconded by Dr. Fisher with all in favor.  

Respectfully submitted,

Beverly A. Poelstra MD

