Rocky Hill Board of Health

Minutes of the Meeting on 02/07/2012
Members present: Susan Fisher, V.M.D. (presiding); Beverly Poelstra, M.D.; Margaret Querec, M.S.N, R.N.; Lisbeth Haines, M.D.; Ken Rizzi MPH

Also Present: Mark Pausch, Ph.D. Borough Council Liaison; Benjamin Strong, SCDOH Liaison; 
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7:07 pm, prior notification having been given in compliance with the Open Public Meeting Law, Chapter 231.
Review and Approval of the Minutes

The meeting minutes of December, 2011 and January, 2012 meetings were reviewed. Both sets of minutes were approved as amended for typos. Dr. Haines made a motion to approve the December minutes and Dr. Fisher seconded. Ken Rizzi made a motion to approve the January minutes and Dr. Poelstra seconded.
Report of Somerset County Department of Health (SCDOH) Liaison
Mr. Strong was still investigating why newer homes were chosen for water source testing while older homes in Rocky Hill were not chosen for testing. 

Mr. Strong spoke about the tabletop exercise conducted at SCDOH. The exercise simulated how the SCDOH would handle a disease like the plague and how vaccines/medications could be distributed in the most expeditious manner. Dr. Fisher attended and said it was good to meet people who deal with crisis.
This lead to a discussion on OEM coordination for Rocky Hill. Dr. Fisher said the BOH will start a dialogue with the OEM coordinator to discuss the issues around an emergency event. Emergency event discussion topics will be created during the March BOH meeting. Once the Board has discussed their questions and concerns Dr. Fisher will request a meeting between the OEM coordinators and herself and our vice-president, Dr. Haines.
Mr. Strong also spoke about ‘Register Ready’, which is a state program for special needs persons. If there is an emergency to a household with a special needs person, county dispatch will inform emergency personnel that a person with special needs resides there.
Old Business
Dr. Fisher asked Mr. Strong about the status of our contract with Somerset County.  He responded that he was surprised that we have not received the signed contract back yet, as it was his understanding that it had been reviewed and approved by the Somerset County Board of Freeholders.  He will check on it.

Dr. Fisher noted that a rabies flyer will be distributed by the community group in March.
Dr. Fisher spoke about the educational opportunities for the spring. Potential topics include: a talk on chronic disease, rabies and Lyme disease and obesity.
Dr. Fisher mentioned that there has been a big response to the radon test kits that are available at borough hall.

Dr. Fisher mentioned that the RH BOH website has been updated twice in the past month.

New Business
Mr. Strong said that he would check which Saturdays in April would work for the County to hold the annual Rabies Clinic.  Dr. Fisher reported that she has not yet engaged a veterinarian to do the clinic but that Dr. Newman, who did last year's clinic, had said informally that she would be glad to do it again.  As soon as she has confirmed the veterinarian and the date she'll let Mr. Strong know.
The Board decided by general consensus that there will not be a BOH meeting in July or August 2012.

Dr. Fisher and Dr. Haines attended the SCDOH steering committee meeting and there was a discussion on standardization of an ordinance specifying how frequently a town should require a food handlers course. Dr. Fisher said we would discuss this topic at our March BOH meeting.

The time of the next meeting will be March 6th at 7 pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 pm by vote on a motion made by Dr. Haines and Peggy Querec. 

Submitted by Kenneth Rizzi, MPH
