Minutes of the Meeting of the Rocky Hill Board of Health

October 2, 2012

Members present:  Susan Fisher, VMD (presiding); Lisbeth Haines, MD: Beverly Poelstra, MD; Ken Rizzi, MPH

Also present:  Mark Pausch, PhD, Borough Council Liaison; Benjamin Strong, SCDOH Liaison

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm, prior notification having been given in compliance with the Open Public Meeting Law, Chapter 231.

Review and Approval of the Minutes

The minutes of the 9-4-12 meeting were approved on a motion made by Dr. Poelstra and seconded by Mr. Rizzi.

Report of the Somerset County Department of Health (SCDOH) Liaison

Mr. Strong noted that the September report is not available yet, but there has not been any significant activity to report.

Old Business

· Flu clinics for 2012 have not yet been scheduled.  Possible dates are October 23, 24 or 30 at 10 am – 12 pm pending availability of the Reformed Church.  Pneumonia vaccine may not be available this year.  Mr. Rizzi will confirm dates with the church.

· Hepatitis B vaccination clinics will be approved for 16 participants who must be first responders who are also borough residents.  This will be scheduled for a Wednesday evening in the near future to accommodate members of the First Aid and Rescue Squad as well as the Fire Company.  Dr. Poelstra will finalize plans and coordinate this.  
· Unlicensed dogs and cats continue to be a problem.  Mr. Albert Cruz, Borough Attorney, recommended that we draft a letter to those households with suspected unlicensed animals.  The next step is a summons and legal proceedings.  A citizen then has to come before a Borough judge.   

Mr. Cruz recommends a new animal survey prior to approaching animal owners.  Dr. Fisher proposed sending a letter to everyone in town stating that we are seriously pursuing unlicensed animals and are stepping up enforcement of the licensing laws.  We may offer a grace period,   lesser penalties if people step up, but a summons will be issued if homes are determined to have unlicensed animals residing there.  In reviewing the town ordinances, the general penalty is up to $2000.00, but it is at the judge’s discretion.  We may need to rewrite the ordinance to lower the penalties.   Will discuss at future meeting.   
We will schedule new survey for after licensing deadline has passed.  

Dr. Fisher moved that we offer $250 to an individual to carry out the biannual animal survey, which was seconded by Dr. Haines with all in favor.   

The Board of Health will provide a series of steps to Mr. Pausch who will inform Borough Council.    

· Board of Health sends letters to all households January 2013 announcing it is time to license animals

· Send relicensing letters to all households with pets at end of January 2013

·  Conduct a new animal census  April 2013

· Rabies clinic April 2013

· April 30 2013 send letters to households re: official proceedings for unlicensed pets. 

Will ask constables to mention licensing requirements to people noted to be walking pets.  

· Mr. Rizzi and Mr. Pausch met with Boro Emergency Management Team.  There is an optional ICS402 meeting at the country Fire Academy tomorrow. 

· Public Health Annex of Boro Emergency Plan (EOP) – Dr. Fisher has copy of plan to be submitted to State Police and will submit corrections to Mayor Zimmerman because all references to “Health Department”   refer to South Brunswick.  Dr. Fisher to meet with the Mayor tomorrow to attempt to determine the function of the Board of Health during an emergency.  
· Food Handlers Model ordinance has been tabled pending a meeting with the Somerset County Steering Committee.  We are hoping to create an ordinance that all towns can agree upon, but may go ahead and adopt our own ordinance if there is further delay.  Below is the proposed wording of a Uniform Food Handler’s Training Course Ordinance:

“Each establishment where food is prepared, handled or packaged must have at least one person on the premises at all times the establishment is in operation or open for business who has successfully completed a basic food handler's program. Acceptable food handler's programs include those offered by Somerset County Department of Health or a similar approved program offered within the State of New Jersey. Nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit more than one person being so trained. Said training shall be valid for a period of three years. A training log containing the employee's name, date of training and certificates of successful course completion shall be maintained on site for informational purposes. All retail food establishments shall comply with the food handlers training requirements as a condition of the license.”
We will adopt inspection tiers for restaurants – A, B, C, with criteria determined by SCDOH.   We will inform our food establishments in advance so they can prepare for this new type of inspection and use this grading system for their marketing, if desired.

· Website update done today by Dr. Fisher.   This is Breast Cancer Awareness month.

· Main Rocky Hill Website Emergency Contacts need updating.  Dr. Fisher requested that Mr. Pausch facilitate the updating of the Borough website.  Dr. Haines to update Rocky Hill Fact Sheet.
· Somerset County CART organization update . -- CART (County Animal Response Team ) Tabletop exercise occurred last week.  Dr. Fisher participated.   

· ICS course (Incident Command System) - Dr. Fisher requested that all BOH members complete the ICS-100 Basic Module training online.

New Business
Library display for January – Dr. Poelstra has made arrangements to use the display cases at the Mary Jacobs Library for the month of January 2013 to share some health related information with the community.   Potential topics included – New Years Resolutions,  Dog/Cat Licenses,  Happiness and Depression during the holidays,  preventative health, places to exercise in Rocky Hill,  diet,  Lyme disease,  emergency preparedness,  importance of rabies vaccination and licensing, smoking cessation,  eating disorders,  radon,  handwashing,  flu prevention , cover cough,   Rx take back, signs of heart attack/stroke.  She asked BOH members to bring any posters or materials they may have to the next meeting with the intention of completing the exhibit before the end of November.   It will be installed January 2, 2013.  
A motion to adjourn was made by Dr. Poelstra and seconded by Dr. Fisher.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:44 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,

Beverly A. Poelstra MD
