Minutes of the Meeting of the Rocky Hill Board of Health

December 4, 2012

Members present:  Susan Fisher, VMD (presiding); Beverly Poelstra, MD; Ken Rizzi, MPH

Also present: Mark Pausch, PhD, Borough Council Liaison; Benjamin Strong, SCDOH Liaison; Dave DeRosa, SCDOH

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm, prior notification having been given in compliance with the Open Public Meeting Law, Chapter 231.

Review and Approval of the Minutes

The minutes of the 11-6-12 meeting were approved on a motion made by Dr. Poelstra and seconded by Mr. Rizzi.

Report of the Somerset County Department of Health (SCDOH) Liaison

Mr. Strong noted that, due to the disruption of Hurricane Sandy, the report is not available yet, but there has not been any significant activity to report.

Old Business

· Food establishment inspection – Mr. Dave DeRosa gave a presentation to the board explaining the proposed 4-tier grading system for food establishments.  He will provide new inspection criteria to food establishments for the 4-tier system with intent to create competition among restaurant owners.  This would require an ordinance, and would take effect next year, giving at least 60 days lead time to establishments to prepare.  Inspections will be sporadic throughout the year.  

Currently 3 levels – satisfactory, conditional satisfactory, unsatisfactory.  New levels would be Satisfactory – A, Satisfactory – B, Conditional Satisfactory – C, Unsatisfactory (closure.) Mr. Rizzi made a motion to approve the use of the new inspection system which will go into effect 3/1/2013 which was seconded by Dr. Poelstra and approved unanimously.   Mr. Pausch will place this on the next agenda for next council meeting.  

Food handlers have training program at a state level in addition to local certification.  SCDOH suggested new local ordinance wording since current document was not comprehensive enough.  A motion to approve the Food Handlers ordinance with amendments was made by Dr. Poelstra and seconded by Mr. Rizzi.  Dr. Fisher will review current borough ordinance to make wording compliant and will forward to council for discussion at their January meeting.   

· Emergency management report – committee did not meet as per Mr. Rizzi.

· Library display – to be installed January 7 or 8, 2013.  Since there are two cabinets Dr. Fisher will create a display about rabies in one, and Dr. Poelstra will create a display about Emergency Preparedness, a timely topic on the heels of Hurricane Sandy.  SCDOH to help create a poster for the display.  

· Report on Board of Health Steering Committee meeting 11/15/12 – attended by Dr. Fisher and Dr. Haines.  Colorectal screening and local smoking ordinances discussed, including prohibiting smoking in public areas such as parks.  

· Board of Health Website update – content added included post-Sandy info, reminders about flu vaccine.

New Business

· NALBOH renewal – will cost $140.00.  Motion made to approve money to fund this was made by Dr. Fisher and seconded by Dr. Poelstra.  

· Changes in Rabies clinic support – The state will no longer supply syringes and needles for the clinic.  We are responsible for obtaining our own or relying on the veterinarian to supply.  We will consider increasing the compensation to the veterinarian to cover this additional expense.  

Time of next meeting:   reorganizational meeting will take place Tuesday, January 8, 2013 at 7:00 pm.  Due to the holidays the meeting will occur on the second Tuesday of the month instead of the first Tuesday.  Dr. Poelstra will inform Ms. Rebecca Newman, Township Clerk,   so that the meeting may be advertised as per Sunshine laws.   

A motion to adjourn was made by Dr. Fisher at 8:15 pm and seconded by Mr. Rizzi with all in favor.  

Respectfully submitted,

Beverly A. Poelstra MD 

