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Rocky Hill Board of Health

Minutes of the Meeting on 9/4/2012

Members present: Susan Fisher, V.M.D. (presiding); Ken Rizzi MPH, Beverly Poelstra, M.D.; Lisbeth Haines, M.D.
Also Present: Mark Pausch, Ph.D. Borough Council Liaison; Benjamin Strong, SCDOH Liaison

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7:07 pm, prior notification having been given in compliance with the Open Public Meeting Law, Chapter 231.
Review and Approval of the Minutes

The minutes of the May 1, 2012 meeting were approved as amended on a motion made by Dr. Haines and seconded by Mr. Rizzi. 

The minutes of the June 5, 2012 meeting were approved as amended on a motion made by Dr. Fisher and seconded by Dr. Poelstra.

Report of Somerset County Department of Health (SCDOH)

· Mr. Strong presented the monthly reports from June, July and August.  The Rocky Hill Inn was re-inspected in June and received a satisfactory rating. 

· September is Emergency Preparedness Month. The county has provided posters and pamphlets on the topic, which will be posted and distributed. 

· Board of Health Meetings will continue to be held on the first Tuesday of the Month from     7–8:30 pm.

· There is a FEMA course “Incident Command System 100” available online. Dr. Fisher will distribute the link to Board members.

Old Business
· Coordination between the Board and Emergency Management: 

Mr. Rizzi attended the OEM meeting on Aug 17th. 

· There was an inquiry about the existence of a Chief Medical Officer. As no one has yet been designated, OEM will have to engage such a person

· There was a request to make the Hepatitis B vaccination series of 3 shots available to first responders. Mr’s Strong and Rizzi will explore the most effective means to offer the vaccinations.

· The next meeting of the OEM will be Sept 22, 2012.  

The Rocky Hill emergency Plan is in the process of being updated. Dr. Fisher will review the Board of Health Annex (supplement) of the current plan. The OEM does not anticipate significant changes to the Annex.

· Unlicensed dogs and cats: The Board reconfirmed that the purpose of licensing is the prevention of human rabies and voiced its commitment to follow-up with next steps in addressing the issue of residents with animals whom they have not licensed. To define the next steps involves:

· Analyze discrepancies between the animal census of summer ’11 and the licensed animals list for ’12. Dr. Haines will pursue this.

· Review the relevant Borough Ordinances re. licensing and standard Borough penalties for non-compliance. Dr Haines will research the former. Mr Pausch the latter.

New Business
· Borough annual flu clinic: Mr. Strong will begin the scheduling process with the expectation that the clinic will be held as usual in early Oct. on a Thursday from 10am – noon at the Reformed Church. Mr. Strong will check whether pneumonia vaccinations will also be available. At Mr. Rizzi’s suggestion, he will also enquire whether blood pressure screening could also be performed.

· Dr. Fisher noted that the Borough website emergency contact are out of date. Mr. Pausch will have them updated.

· Somerset County Community Animal Response Team (CART) is being reorganized with assistance from the SCDOH. The purpose of CART is to provide shelter and care for community members’ animals, both small and large, during an emergency. The initiative is the result of a lesson learned from Hurricane Katrina, when many people refused to evacuate because it would have meant abandoning their animals. Dr. Fisher, a veterinarian, is actively involved in CART.

· Free Health Fair for adults: Dr. Poelstra informed the Board that Montgomery will be holding a Health Fair for adults on Sept. 28 from 9am – 1pm at the Otto Kaufman Center.

The next meeting will be held on October 2, 2012 at 7pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm, motion by Dr. Poelstra and seconded by Ken Rizzi. 

Submitted by Lisbeth Haines, MD 
